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	 DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed 
in this Article are those of the Author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views, opinions or position of the Asso-
ciation.
	 Regional Policing in Metro Detroit – Is it coming? 
The early part of the year, the public safety unions met 
with State Treasurer Andy Dillon and he alluded to the 
idea, offering the Pontiac - Oakland County Sheriffs merger 
as an example of how effective it can be. Aside from that, 
there has been no meeting between state and local leaders, 
the Detroit Police Lieutenants & Sergeants Association or 
the Detroit Police Officers Association, that I’m aware of, to 
discuss the realization of a possible way of implementing 
such a concept. 
	 But, although it has not been formally presented it is 
certainly being considered. In the first “Special Message” of 
his term, Governor Snyder mentioned a series of legislative 
priorities that would impact local governments across the 
state. One priority in particular was “Broad Consolidation 
of Jurisdictions.” 
	 When the Governor speaks of “Broad Consolidation 
of Jurisdictions” he is taking about creating a means by 
which local governmental units can voluntarily consolidate 
into metropolitan governments, which would supersede 
county government and essentially merge county govern-
ment with subordinate local units creating one combined 
jurisdiction.     
	 In a September 14, 2012 newsgroup article posted 
on MLive.com, columnist Gus Burns reported that during 
a recent panel meeting of law enforcement leaders from 
Wayne State University, Detroit Public Schools, the State 
Police, Oakland County and Detroit, Detroit Police Com-
missioner Jerome L. Warfield, asked the question, “…How 
do you all feel about regional policing? And Sheriff Benny 

N. Napoleon allegedly responded, “…I think it’s coming – 
because it is going to be cheaper to combine some of these 
smaller communities and have the policing done from a 
broader perspective.” 
	 On October 8, 2012, I attended the Detroit Finan-
cial Advisory Board (F.A.B.) meeting and during a dis-
cussion concerning “Operational Reform,” Executive Fire 
Commissioner Donald Austin advised the F.A.B. of the 
potential creation of a regional fire fighting authority. He 
informed them that verbal commitment from the State 
of Michigan has been received and he is moving forward 
with review. He went on to report that conversations 
had begun with local municipalities to gauge interest. 
The municipalities mentioned were Harper Woods and 
Highland Park.
	 So, we know for certain that regional authorities 
are a part of the Governor’s Community Development and 
Local Government Reforms Initiative. Whether or not the 
Detroit Police Department is being considered for such a 
change has yet to be confirmed.  
	 Nonetheless, if I had to guess I would say that we 
are somewhere in their line of sight. It has already hap-
pened with Pontiac – Oakland County Sheriffs, Saginaw 
is analyzing a similar move and it’s been recommended as 
a means of reducing policing costs and balancing budgets 
in the City of Ypsilanti and the townships of Ann Arbor, 
Augusta, Salem, Scio, Superior and York, so why not De-
troit?
	 Are Detroit Residents Collateral Damage to the 
People Now Calling the Shots? What’s happening in Detroit 
today is very similar, if not identical to what happened in 
New York in 1975 and Washington, D.C. in 1995.
	 With New York in a severe financial crisis, Wall 
Street banking elites, through the New York State legisla-
ture, sought the enactment of laws, which would give them 
an edge, a very powerful edge. Through new legislation they 
were able to create the Municipal Assistance Corp., which 
became known as the “Big MAC.” And after Big MAC was 
in place they then established the Emergency Financial 
Control Board, which became known as the FCB – any of 
this sound familiar?
	 The powers of the Mayor and City Council were 
suspended and the two aforementioned Boards acted in 
concert with each other as a “single, unified dictatorship” 
under the full and complete direction of one man, Lazard 
Frères Banker Felix Rohatyn.
	 So, first they change the structure of government 
– vesting all power in one man who controlled a select 
group of individuals hand-picked and then they moved 
forward with a public policy that became known as the 
“Shrinkage Plan.” 
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